@'\ U.S. Department of Justice

Drug Enforcement Administration

Washington, D.C. 20537

JAN 04 1999

Carl E, Olsen
Post Office Box 4091
Des Moines, Iowa 50333

Dear Mr. Olsen:

This is in response to your December 18, 1989, letter.
As I informed you in my March 24, 1989, letter, Congress
specifically excepted alcohol products and tobacco from
coverage under the Controlled Substances Act. That does
not mean that they are not substances of abuse in the
general sense, but that Congress chose to eliminate them
from the coverage of the Act.

If you have further concerns about this issue, they

would most appropriately be addressed to your Congressional
representative.

Sincerely

(L ganr

Jiohn C. Lawn
ministrator



