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If you're looking up a definition for political cowardice in an lowan dictionary right now, you just might find a
photo of House Maijority Leader Kevin McCarthy.

That's the only way we can make sense of
McCarthy's recent comments about whether the
Legislature should take action to recognize that
marijuana has at least some medicinal value -- a
recognition that, according to a recent KCCI poll,
62 percent of lowans already have made.

Much of McCarthy's Democratic base is included
in that 62 percent, of course, which means that
the issue needs to be addressed in some way.
But perhaps McCarthy is afraid that even talking
about having the Legislature take action on
medicinal marijuana could be enough to galvanize
the remaining 38 percent into a voting bloc that
would work to end the Democrats' state
government trifecta.

According to The Associated Press, McCarthy
recently told the lowa Board of Pharmacy -- which
voted unanimously to ask the Legislature to
reclassify marijuana -- that there exists an obscure
law that somehow has escaped their notice. That
law gives the pharmacy board the authority to
reclassify marijuana and, if the board wants to,
treat medical marijuana like it would any other
prescription drug. That means -- in McCarthy's
rationalization -- neither the Legislature nor the
governor needs to be involved at all.

Like last year's lowa Supreme Court ruling on
marriage equity, that would enact a long-overdue
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WHAT DO YOU THINK?

* How best should the state go about regulating marijuana for
medicinal use?
« Send letters toopinion@press-citizen.com.
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progressive change in state policy, but in a way

that can't be blamed on either the Legislature or

the governor. (Then, if necessary, Democratic

legislators from conservative districts could

campaign against the change and blame iton a
rogue government agency enacting policy without the Legislature's consent.)

We can't read McCarthy's mind to see if that, in fact, is the reason behind his statements. But it if is, even a
little, then it sounds like a good definition for political cowardice to us.

Luckily for lowans, the pharmacy board has no interest in regulating marijuana in the same way it does any . L.
=33 lowa City Press-Citizen on

other drug. Instead, it has been doing a commendable job bringing a level of maturity, substance and RO Facebook
political astuteness to this controversial topic. Ever since a judge ordered the board to hold hearings to com Y Like  You like this. - Admin
evaluate whether marijuana should be classified as something other than a Schedule | drug -- a drug that Page - Error Unlik_e

. . . . . . . You like lowa City Press-
supposedly has no medical value -- the board has hosted a series of informative, interactive and engaging Citizen.

forums across the state.
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The anecdotal and statistical information provided in those forums has shown that marijuana already is

serving a medicinal purpose for many people suffering from glaucoma, fibromyalgia and many other chronic

ilinesses. But those forums also have shown that the state needs to be very careful in how it regulates the

production and distribution of medical marijuana.

ArlDlade ™

Senator warns of a financial
'meltdown’. Dick Morris
reveals how to prepare for
coming 'aftershock'.

Des Moines : Apple iPads
are being auctioned on
SwipBids for as little as
$21.76!

Des Moines : Apple iPads
are being auctioned on
swipBids for as little as
$21.76!

If you owe less than $729K
on your mortgage, you
probably qualify for
Obama's Home Refi
Program.

Brand new laptops, TVs &
more for 90% off? See why
others will never pay retail
prices again!

If the system is too lax, then lowa will become
another California -- filled with shady distribution
centers and awash in off-the-grid grow-houses. If
the system is too restrictive, then the people
suffering from some chronic illnesses won't have
safe and ready access to a drug that can help
them live more productively.

So we're glad the pharmacy board understands
how this issue goes beyond its limited scope. As
the board executive director, Lloyd Jessen,
explained to The Associated Press, the board has
no way on its own of:

+ Establishing a distribution system for medical
marijuana.

* Creating a list of medical conditions that
marijuana could be prescribed for.

« Setting criminal penalties for violating the law.
* Putting in place a quality control system.

And the board also recognizes that if it were to
exercise independently the authority that
McCarthy said it has, then it would cause a host of
unintended negative consequences for the state.
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Our View - Don't pass the buck on medical marijuana | press-citizen.com | lowa City Press Citizen

Moving this issue forward now requires

Legislature-level discussions that gather input
Smokers: Are electronic
cigarettes cheaper and
better for your health? Can
you really smoke indoors?

from health care providers, pharmacists, law
enforcement, prosecutors and many other groups.

"The Legislature needs to understand we are
limited," Jessen said. "We are here to regulate

v Add Your Link Here! = pharmacies and pharmacists. These are all things
the board can't do by making a rule for this. This
requires legislation that is signed by the governor.”

The board now is asking that state legislators show some political courage and maturity by continuing to
discuss this controversial issue, by looking at the successes and failures among the 14 other states that
have medicinal marijuana programs and by coming up with a workable program for lowa.

Unfortunately, on this issue, when we look under political courage in an lowa dictionary, we haven't found
many pictures of legislative leaders just yet.

E] Previous Page 1 | 2

= Story comments: What we allow and what we don't...

= Tired of anonymous comments? Join/read our real-name-only forum...

8 Comments >>
Read and share your thoughts on this story.

g lowa City Press-Citizen on
14r{=]y Facebook

Like  You like this. - Admin

& Page - Error Unlike
You like lowa City Press-
Citizen.

lowa City Press-Citizen has 1,2321,231 fans

19

Patti huck Jeanette Rusty

© TePil IR

lowa City Press-Citizen on Facebook
Get Listed Here

New iPads For $32.747?

Breaking-News:Brand new iPads-are being-auctioned
for 90% off!

www.SwipeBids.com

iPads for only $13.587
Breaking News: iPads are being auctioned at 95% off
retail. Learn how!

SwipeBids.com

Say Goodbye to Blood Pressure Drugs
Hugh Downs reports on breakthrough artery clearing
secret.

www.BottomLineSecrets.com

CHASE SAPPHIRE PREFERRED "™

ADWERTISEMERNT

RETHINK

EARN '
25,000 BONUS POINTS - YOUR REWARDS CARD

€3 GANNETT m upmrtﬁ?mﬁ'i_ @ carcerbuilders  [HomeFinder 1omeGain. mﬁ?ﬁ

Partners: Jobs: CareerBuilder.com Cars: Cars.com Apartments: Apartments.com Shopping: ShopLocal.com Homes: Homefinder.com

Home | News | Sports | Opinion | Entertainment | Obituaries | Features | Weather | Classifieds | Customer service | Newcomers | Data | Site Map

Contact Us | About Us | Subscribe

Copyright ©2009 All rights reserved.
Use of this site signifies your agreement to the Terms of Service and Privacy Policy , updated March 2009.

http://www.press-citizen.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=20106230304[6/27/2010 9:02:09 AM]


http://www.press-citizen.com/comments/article/20100623/OPINION03/6230304/Our-View-Don-t-pass-the-buck-on-medical-marijuana
https://ads.pulse360.com/advertisers.html?refid=91041742
http://www.press-citizen.com/whatweallow
http://www.press-citizen.com/ontherecord
http://www.facebook.com/press.citizen
http://www.facebook.com/press.citizen
http://www.facebook.com/press.citizen
http://www.facebook.com/press.citizen
http://www.facebook.com/patti.fields
http://www.facebook.com/patti.fields
http://www.facebook.com/ChuckGysi
http://www.facebook.com/ChuckGysi
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1095894528
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1095894528
http://www.facebook.com/rusty.burney
http://www.facebook.com/rusty.burney
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1003433766
http://www.facebook.com/scott.norris85
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1342665682
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1590515310
http://www.facebook.com/mozerhauser
http://www.connect.facebook.com/widgets/fan.php?api_key=ea4eb7dc3c2a3e891968bd6ebd26a43e&channel_url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.press-citizen.com%2Fapps%2Fpbcs.dll%2Farticle%3FAID%3D20106230304%26fbc_channel%3D1&id=70423731350&name=&width=300&connections=10&stream=&logobar=&css=?AcrobatWebCapTID6#
http://www.facebook.com/press.citizen
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click%3Bh%3Dv8/39c6/f/b0/%2a/g%3B224788422%3B0-0%3B0%3B46625179%3B3454-728/90%3B36688768/36706646/1%3B%3B%7Esscs%3D%3fhttp://r1.ace.advertising.com/click/site=0000754579/mnum=0000839679/cstr=43460355=_4c275993,1528316784,754579%5E839679%5E1147%5E0,1_/xsxdata=$xsxdata/bnum=43460355/optn=64?trg=http%3a%2f%2fwww.getchasesapphire.com/preferred/25/%3FCELL%3D6WRS%26MSC%3DZ25KA46625179%26utm_source%3D793340%26utm_medium%3Dbanner%26utm_campaign%3D4327008%26utm_content%3DZ25KA
http://www.gannett.com/
http://www.usatoday.com/
http://www.press-citizen.com/apartments
http://www.press-citizen.com/cars
http://www.press-citizen.com/jobs
http://www.homefinder.com/
http://www.homegain.com/
http://www.press-citizen.com/shopping
http://www.usaweekend.com/
http://www.press-citizen.com/jobs
http://www.press-citizen.com/cars
http://www.press-citizen.com/apartments
http://www.press-citizen.com/shopping
http://www.homefinder.com/
http://www.homefinder.com/
http://www.press-citizen.com/
http://www.press-citizen.com/section/news01
http://www.press-citizen.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=SPORTS
http://www.press-citizen.com/opinion
http://www.press-citizen.com/entertainment
http://www.press-citizen.com/obituaries
http://www.press-citizen.com/section/FEATURES
http://www.press-citizen.com/weather
http://www.classifiedsuperstore.com/
http://www.press-citizen.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/ABOUTUS/40726002
http://www.press-citizen.com/section/NEWCOMER
http://www.press-citizen.com/apps/pbcs.dll/section?category=DATA
http://www.press-citizen.com/section/sitemapHTML
http://www.press-citizen.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=/99999999/ABOUTUS/40723005
http://www.press-citizen.com/aboutus
http://www.press-citizen.com/subscribe
http://www.press-citizen.com/section/TERMS
http://www.press-citizen.com/section/PRIVACY
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4c23a8b1ba1a4&adId=15549&zoneId=69
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4be2172fa499a&adId=13607&zoneId=69
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4be2172fa499a&adId=13607&zoneId=69
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4be2172fa499a&adId=13607&zoneId=69
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4be2172fa499a&adId=13607&zoneId=69
http://web.adblade.com/clicks.php?appId=2605&zid=4be2172fa499a&adId=13607&zoneId=69
https://www.adblade.com/registration/advertiser?refAppId=2605
https://www.adblade.com/registration/advertiser?refAppId=2605



