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in POLITICS & GOVERNMENT

The U.S. Drug Czar is staying out
of the medical marijuana debate
in lowa. Gil Kerlikowske says it
shouldn’t be up to him or even
voters to determine the
effectiveness of prescription pot.

"Whether a medicine is effective
or not should be answered by
medical scientists and not a

National Drug Czar Gil Kerlikowske, Gary
Kendell, Director of lowa Office of Drug
Control Policy (I-r)

vote...l think I'd leave it at that,”
Kerlikowske said Monday at the
lowa Statehouse.

The director of the White House Office of National Drug Policy was in Des
Moines Monday to gather input for a new national drug control strategy.

The lowa Board of Pharmacy will hold its fourth and final public hearing
regarding the pros and cons of medical marijuana Wednesday in Council Bluffs.
The board will then issue a recommendation to lowa legislators.

Kerlikowske says any state considering the legalization of marijuana for
medical purposes should look closely at the challenges police in California have
faced in enforcing the law. “There’s a paper, done by the California police
chiefs, that talks about the robberies and assaults occurring in and around
some of the dispensaries...particularly in Los Angeles. Other parts of California
have handled it better,” Kerlikowske said.

Prior to being named the federal drug czar this year, Kerlikowske spent nine
years as the chief of police in Seattle, Washington — where medical marijuana
has been legal since 1998. He admits the legislation had little impact on his
department. “It was not as significant of a problem for law enforcement as it is
in Los Angeles,” Kerlikowske said. “But, I'd still make sure | reiterate that the
raw marijuana plant isn’'t medicine, we don’t vote on medicines and medical
science should answer the effectiveness of what works.”

Kerlikowske issued a statement last month declaring the legalization of
marijuana, for any purpose, as a “nonstarter” in the Obama administration. To

date, 13 states have enacted laws that legalized medical marijuana.
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